
 
** IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT ** 

         Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southwest Colorado 

 
Did you know that Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southwest Colorado 

(“BBBS”) is in danger of closing?  BBBS has been an integral part of the 
lives of our community’s children and their families and high school and 
adult mentors for over 35 years since it was founded in 1984 by Bill 
Mashaw. 
 

With all transparency and humility, our organization is at a sincere 
crossroads as we face financial challenges to maintain these valuable 
healthy youth development programs in our community. These financial 
challenges have reached a critical point. As the areas only one-to-one 
mentoring program, BBBS changes the lives of at risk children for the 
better…forever. We need your help to continue this mission. 
 

BBBS entered into 2019 carrying significant challenges. We’ve 
made significant strides, however, in making our operation more efficient 
and greatly reducing operating expenses that were/are within our control. 
Expenses that are outside of our control in maintaining these Big-Little 
matches include rising insurance/audit costs, increasing national dues from 
BBBS of America (which are critical in providing the necessary child 
safety procedures), and most importantly, paying livable wages to our 
dedicated program team who monitor and support these Big-Little 
relationships on a daily basis. 

 
We started 2019 with a new and extremely committed Executive 

Director, restructured board of directors, a re-energized and enthusiastic 
staff, and a re-engaged and dedicated volunteer base. Yet we continue to 
face a financial challenge in supporting the administration of maintaining 
100 Big-Little matches in a safe and productive manner. Our matches are 
now in immediate need of funding. 

 
With these improvements in place, including an aggressive grant-writing program, we are 

feeling positive momentum, but we are in desperate need of additional support from our 
community. We ask for your assistance with our 100 Matches in 100 Days fundraising campaign 
to reach our $100,000 goal.* This campaign is designed to be the shot in the arm that restores 
BBBS to good health for 2020 and beyond. 

 
Realistically, we need your support in reaching this goal by the end of 2019 in order to 

overcome these challenges and have our one-on-one mentoring relationships survive and thrive 
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safely and with benefit to the children in need, current and future Bigs, and our community as a 
whole. 

 
Please donate at this critical time to BBBS through our website at bbig.org. We are relying 

on the generosity of this amazing community in keeping these valuable mentoring relationships 
going. 

 
To our parents with youth in the program, as well as our Bigs and other volunteers, we 

wanted to communicate the organization’s serious financial challenge with you as soon as 
possible so it doesn't catch you by surprise when you read or hear about the situation elsewhere. 
We understand this message may be too late for some of you. We appreciate your continued 
patience and understanding. This has been a difficult and new process for the BBBS team. 

 
As a result of our financial challenges, it is possible that BBBS might have to close down 

and cease operations. As stated in the beginning of this letter, our Board and Staff are working 
hard to continue to raise funds and sustain the organization in hopes that this will not be the case. 
However, if we are unable to generate the funding that we need to sustain the organization in a 
healthy and productive manner, we will be forced to make the incredibly difficult decision of 
ceasing operations. As you can imagine, we are closely monitoring our financial position. We 
will be notifying you with as much advance notice as possible as to whether we will continue 
with our programming or not so that all can be made aware in the event we have to close down 
operations which includes matches and match support.  

 
While we are extremely mindful of our situation, with a desire to keep you as informed as 

possible, please understand that we are experiencing this together and some matters still remain 
unknown. What remains certain is that we are not yet ready to throw in the towel. BBBS is too 
important. Thank you for all the support over the years and here’s to rallying together this 
holiday season to keep this vital community asset going. 
 

Please reach out to any member of the BBBS team for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With gratitude, 
 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southwest Colorado  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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Joan Heil, President joanmarieheil@gmail.com 602.684.9813 

Jennifer Bartlett, Executive 
Council 

jennbartlett.4thekids@gmail.com 970.317.0918 

Jennifer Wageman, Executive 
Council 

jennifer.wageman@gmail.com 970.335.9185 

Ryan Brungard, Executive 
Council 

brungard.ryan@gmail.com 
 

314.609.9191 

Linda Bencic 14821phcourt@gmail.com 440.667.3166 

Michael Matteson mike@mjmatteson.com 505.699.9648 

Nancy Brockman nancy@chimeracom.com 970.759.6343 

Paul Plvan, Executive 
Director 

paul@bbig.org 
 

970.764.0288 

 
 
Tax Credit*: Please don’t forget that making a qualifying monetary contribution to Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
SW CO may entitle you to a unique income tax CREDIT. All the more reason to donate and maximize your 
giving. In order to promote giving to nonprofit organizations that provide quality child care, the state of 
Colorado has offered a special 50% income tax credit to taxpayers who donate to qualifying programs, such as 
ours. The effect of this credit is that half of your donation is offset by a dollar-for-dollar reduction of your 
Colorado income taxes. In addition, if you itemize your federal income tax returns, you may be able to claim the 
credit and receive a deduction. For informational purposes only, please consult your tax advisor for 
information specific/applicable to your situation. 

 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southwest Colorado is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.  
All donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed under IRS regulations. 

 
 

mailto:joanmarieheil@gmail.com
mailto:jennbartlett.4thekids@gmail.com
mailto:jennifer.wageman@gmail.com
mailto:brungard.ryan@gmail.com
mailto:14821phcourt@gmail.com
mailto:mike@mjmatteson.com
mailto:nancy@chimeracom.com
mailto:paul@bbig.org

